The Flow of 1 Samuel

Samuel born, dedicated

1Sam. 1 ------- 's desi |
Sam Hannah’s desire and prayer for a child — to God, brought to Eli

Contrast: Sin of Eli's sons —» Eli s rebuke, prophecy
_____ against his house

1Sam. 2 ------- Hannah’s thanksgiving

‘Samuel as a boy ——— Samuel’s service
1Sam. 3 ------- Samuel called by God —® Samuel gives message to Eli

! Eli’s death upon news
1 Sam. 4 ------- Philistines capture Ark

——® Ichabod born —» “The glory has departed from Israel”

1 Sam. 5-7 ------ Plagues upon Philistines — Ark returned to Israel —» Philistines defeated

Ebenezer stone: “Thus far the Lord has helped us” (7:12)

1 Sam. 8 ------- Israel demands a king —® Samuel warns what will happen

1Sam.9 ------- Saul chosen as first king, from Benjamin ——® At first appears humble

1 Sam. 10 ------- Saul anointed — Saul among the prophets — Public proclamation, reaction



1 Sam. 11 ------- Saul defeats Ammonites

1 Sam. 12 ------- Samuel’s address to Israel, rebuke, exhortation to be faithful

Saul’s foolish offering, rebuke from Samuel

| — Jonathan’s vict
1 Sam. 13-14 -----. War with Philistines ——® ~onainans victory

Saul’s rash command —®» Jonathan rescued from Saul

) Failure to destroy Amalekites
1 Sam. 15 -------: Saul disobeys God
. S

Rebuke from Samuel —» Saul rejected by God as king

1 Sam. 16 ------- Samuel goes to Bethlehem to anoint David as the next king

1 Sam. 17 ------- David kills Goliath
: Saul turns on David

1 Sam. 18-20 ------ David and Jonathan --------------- David marries Saul’s daughter

\

Jonathan protects David from Saul; they make a covenant

1 Sam. 21-22 ----- David runs from Saul — Eats consecrated bread — Priests at Nob slain — Abiathar escapes

1 Sam. 23-24 ----- David fights Philistines —® Saul pursues David —® David spares Saul’s life



1 Sam. 25 ------- Samuel dies ------- Nabal and Abigail —— Nabal dies, David marries Abigail

1 Sam; 26-27 ----- David spares Saul’s life again, flees to Philistines, raids Negev
1 Sar?n. 28 ------- Saul goes to a medium ——— - Calls up Samuel, Saul rebuked

1 Sam: 29-30 ----- Philistines distrust David —® Ziklag burned, families taken captive, David pursues Amalekites
1 Sar!n. 30 ------- Saul and sons die —® Public humiliation of bodies by Philistines

As 1 Samuel ends, we find that the initial kingship was a failure. Saul started out as a success, and he
seemed humble at first. However, he quickly turned selfish and disobeyed God. Because of this, God
rejected Saul as king and chose David to be the successor. Samuel anointed David, but David was

continually on the run from Saul. By the end of the book, Samuel and Saul were both dead, and David was
poised to take the throne.
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